& This booklet is for use with Contender Pistols equipped with
| THE EXTERNAL MANUAL FIRING PIN SELECTOR* gy

*Conlender Plsiofs manufscbured aMer April 1, 1984, and older Conbender models which

have been converted bo his new hasmmer siyle

This booklet contains information that is essential to the sale use and
| maintenance of the Contender Pistal. You must read this material in
its entirely and fully understand ils significance before you can salely
| use this firearm. If a Contender is loaned ar sold (by an individual ar
dealer) this booklat must accompany the pistol. Replacement book-

| lets are available at no charge from our factory.
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KNOW YOUR FIREARM BEFORE
YOU ATTEMPT TO USE IT!

Designed as a Hunling Sporls Pistal,
i Contender ks uniquely differant
from other handguns, Its singla shat,
braak apérn action is rélatively simple
b wniderstand and safe when the
required ingredients of “commaon
sanse” and “safe gun handling” are
appdied to its use and care.

However, do not assume that a famil-
larity with other firearms has
equippad you wilth a knowladge of
“sale gun handling™ as these words
now apply to your new Contendar.
Each gun design & differant fram
anaother and each functions

All machinas, be they chain saws,
automobiles, lawnmawers o firearms
ard buill io flunction as mindiess
mechanical slaves. They serve only
a3 well as your infellect dictales.
Carafully usad, your chain saw will
cut up & winter's supply of firawood.
Carelessly used, your chain saw will
cuf athar things with abbe wiklingmness.
A firearm & no different—it is agually
nanselective as to target ar purpose

inasmuch as the responsibility lor the
e af a lirearm rests with its user,
yixu must understand the mechanics
before you can shoulder 1he respon-
sibility for i1 use. That is what this
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YOU MUST READ THIS MATERIAL

BEFORE USING THE CONTENDER.

& GENERAL RULES FOR SAFE USE AND
HANDLING OF THE CONTENDER PISTOL

L

It you are unfamillar with firearms seek proies-
slonal instruction. Gualified orgenizations such
a3 lopal gun clubs, the Mational Rifle Association
and State Hunter Safety programs oller coursaes
which teach sale gun handling and proper huni-
ing procedures, Those who are unfamiliar with
lirearms should seek guidance from an inatruc-
tor whois gualified by one of these orgenizations.

Always poinil the muzzie ol your Contender
downrange. The possibility of accidental dis-
charge is a constant danger when using & fire-
arm. If the muzzle is pointed downrange, away
from yoursell, other people, domestic animalsor
property, then there can be no infury or damage
from an accidental discharge.

Hever load your Conlender unlil you are ready
to fhre il It your Contender is not loaded unfil
you are raady to firg and are directing your full
concentration ta it and the target then there can

be no accidental discharge of the pistal, Never
fransport of carry & loaded Confender in a
vahicla. MWever hand a loaded Contender fo
another parson. Mever store a loaded Contender
in your home. Mever cross a fence, climb & tree,
jump a ditch or engage In any activily which
distracts your attention while holding ar carry-
Ing a loaded Conlender, Mever attempt to clean
a loaded Contender, Carelassnass in obsarving
any of these rules can result in an accidental
discharge which can cause Injury or death to
yourself or others.

Be physically fit and mentally alert when using
your Confender. The use of your Contender
inwaolves forcetul physical sctions which require
strangth and conceniration. Mever uge aleohalic
beverages or drugs before shooting ar handling

GEMERAL RULES FOR SAFE USE AND HANDLING

OF THE CONTENDER CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



your Contender. Never use your Contender Respect the Contender. Used properly, your

whean you are overly tired. If you use medication
or have medical implants consult your physician
bafare using your Contender.

Know the conditicn of your Contender before
tiring. Be sura the pistol is loaded with ammuni-
tion ot the proper caliber. Be sure the bréach is
spourely locked, Be sura the barrel is clear of
obstructions (including excess oil, mud, dird,
snow orany loreign material), Failure to observe
this rule may result in damage 1o the gun and
injury io the shooter or bystanders.

Be sure of your targel. Mever fire your Con-
tendar unless there 8 8 back stop behind your
targat. Mever fire your Contender in the field
unless you have a clear view of your farget.
mewer fire at a noise or movement in the brush. I
hunting with othars always know whera alher
members of your party are located. Mever fire
yaur Cantendes i1 there is a possibility that a
mamber of your hunting party s down range
Mevar shoot at flat, hard surlaces such s rocks
or water. A bullet may ricochet off these surfaces
causing injury or death.

barrel |s clearly marked by its standard industry desig-
nation an the top left side of each barrel. Barrels cham-
bered for standard cartridges should be used with high
quality commercially manuiactured ammunition with a
packaging and head stamp designation thal corres-
ponds exactly to the barrel marking. I you have any
questions concerning the proper ammunition for your
Conlender Plslol, write or call our fachory. Do nof fire

the platall
CUSTOM (WILDCAT) CARTRIDGES

Caontendar will give you yvears of pleasure. Used
improperly, carelessly or abused, your Con-
tender isa dangerous instrument and is capable
of causing serious injury, dealh or proparty
damage. Always treat your Conlender as if it
were loaded. Do not drop your Contender orf
allow i1 1o be atruck & blow. Dropping or striking
may ciause moverment of intermnel parts in such &
mannar as to cawse an accidental discharge.

Protect your eyes and ears when firing your
Contender. Always wear shooting glasses to
protect your eyasight from air borna particles
and ear proteciors 1o guard against hearing loss
due to loud noeise whan liring your Contendar.

AMMUNITION

STANDARD FACTORY LOADED CARTRIDGES

Contender design provides for the use of interchange-
able barrels which are chambered for a variety of fac-
tory loaded cariridges, The proper cartridge for each

GENERAL RULES FOR SAFE USE AND HANDLING
OF THE CONTENDER CONTINUED ON PAGE 3.

thoze listed, When using listed data, bear in mind that
prodisction changes affecting ballistic perlormance
can oocur &t any fime and without cur knowledgea. If
there is sver a gquastion as to the correctness of 8
companant, write to its manufacturer, Fallure 1o follow
proper procadure can result in sedlowus Injury andor
death to yourself or others,

if you are unabla 1o obtain reliable information with
respect (o procedure or standards for reloading, con-
tact our gustomer sarvice department for assistance
Soe addrass on front cover.

Several Conlender barrels are avaliable in custom car-
iridge chambaring for those qualified people who are
tolally experienced in reloading procedure. The navice
should not attempl to use these cartridges uniil he or

she has developed the required background and
knowledge.

Handigad custom ammunition only in accordance with
the sténdards and guidelines set by component and
reloading tool manufacturers. These companies pub-
| lish reloading manugls which must be read, under-
stood and adnered to. Use anly that data which is
pubfished by a refiable source and thoroughly tested
by the component or (ool manufacturer. Never excesd
the lpads lisied for a parficular powder, bullat and case
combimation and naver substitute components for 3

Custome Alterations & Convernsions
Contender Fistols or barrets which are subjected
to custom alteration of conversion after leaving
our factory are not covered by our warranty,
Thompson/Center does nol endorse nor recom-
mand any type of cusiom alteration. Responsibil-
ity for such conversions rests totally with the
gunsmith performing the converalon, If the work
is done Improperly or withaut proper judgment,
the pistol can ruplure or malfunction causing
injury or death to the shooter or bystanders,

SCLECTOR ﬁ e
ROTATES
3 ; : POEITIONING
Yaur Contendar Pistol is designed with two firling pins which accom- HAMBER
maodates either Him or Center Fire cartridges and allows for the intar- NOSES

chengeabliity of Contender barrels. Thesa firing pins are located in the
Receiver Bridge lorward of the hammer. The wpper firing pin is wsed for
Rim Fire cartridges while the lower pin iz used for Center Fire cartridges.

THE EXTERMAL MANUAL FIRING PIN SELECTOR iz located on the top
of the hammer (sea Photos 1, 2 & 3 on right), The
selector activates the unique rim and center fire
oplional ignition systems. When the selecior is
maved 1o Position 1 a hammer nose aligns with the

RIM FIRE Fin i
CENTEA FIRE PiN i

THIS EXTEAMAL MANUAL FIRING PIN SELECTOR ACTIVATES
THE RIM AND CENTER FIAE OPTIONAL IGNITION S¥YSTEM,
POSITION 2 18 A SAFETY POSITION.

rim fire (1op} firing pin and readies it for firing. Posl-
tion 2 ls & safely position, When the selector is
maved la Posilion 2 both firlng pins are disarmed
and the red dol is covered. When the selector is
moved 10 Posllion 3 a hammer nose aligns with tha
carter fire (bottam) firing pin and readies it for firing.
Mote that when the selector is in Position 1 or Posi-
thon 3 the red dot is exposed Indlcating that the firing
pins are armed and that the pistol will discharge If
the hammer talls with a round in the chamber.

Study the three photos on the right and commil them

HIM FIRE
SELECTiON

CENWTER FIAE

EAFETY POBITION SELECTION

o memary. Bear in mind that enly Positlon 2 is the
salety position. The following fexi and photas will

instrict on the proper use of the External Manual Fir-
4 ing Pin Selectar

AFTER ¥OLU HAVE OPENED THE ACTION (A5 EXPLAINED
ON PAGES 5 & B) YOU MUST SET THE EXTERAMAL
MANUAL FIRING PIN SELECTOR ON SAFETY POSITION 21



¢ Never Load or Attempt to Use The Contender” Until You

Become Completely Famil

iar With Its Operation!

.bﬂPEHIHE. SIMULATED LOADING & CLOSING THE CONTENDER ACTION

¥

Hexld the pistol at its balance point B8 picturaed in
Phaolio A, Bear in mind that the Contender is a huni-
ing and fargat handgun designed for sporting use
Dn|}.l'. Its proper operaticn réqiires the same “two
handed” care that would normally be given a guality
break open ype shalgun, By design, the Contender
Pislod has no importance as a combal weapon, Such
applications as fast drawlng, speed shooling, ane
handed loading or “snap shooling” are dangerous
and should never be allempled with a Contender! It
iz just not that kind of & handgun. Tha unl':,-' Broper
gpphication Tor a Contender is hunting. target or
spoft shooting, o consagueantly its user has all the
time in the world to operate this firearm correctly and
salaly,

LEge the trigger finger of your {right or left) hand o

open the action. Placa the finger low an the "spur” o
obtain maximum leverage and give it a last sharp pull
as shown in Photo B. Pull this spur io the rear and
upwards &t the same fime

— Trigger guan "SPURT I8 used S0 opaning thi
aciion Hold the pisiol Srmdy o 1hst il 2assss ba
Bookdanily dropped or beccied Srom your hand. Be
carinin Fhat the muco ke & poimed down rango

A3 the action apens, expasing the chamber, a full serigs
of mechanical events take place. It is nacessary for you
o understand and fo appreciate the significance of these
moving parts if vou are to use your Conterder cormactly.

AT THIS POINT SET YOUR EXTERNAL MANUAL
FIRING PIN SELECTOR ON SAFETY POSITION 2 (SEE
PHOTD 2, PAGE 4).

THE SEQUEMNCE OF MECHANICAL EVENTS

(8

Pl T Spur ek and oS & ha sames e, A
guick positive pull is preferabie 1o 8 sisady squeszs

PICTURED ARE IMPORTANT TO THE PROPER FUNC-
TIOMING OF THIS FIREARM. INMASMUCH AS THEY
ARE ACCOMPLISHED BY A DIRECT AMD POSITIVE
PULL OM THE “SPUR", ¥OU MUST ALLOW THE
TRIGGER GUARD TO EXPERIEMCE FULL TRAVEL TO
ITS POSITIVE STOP POSITION!

SOT MAMIMAL

PIN SELECTOM 1M SAFETY
oM 2

A3 0 GEEn DEnB ke

Exiraciar moves oufaard
poaiioning the spent
g Fior gy rmanu
eiraction

§—
& "Figmemar Bissk " mosmss

imio The salety station pewseni-
ing barwind mrSreirasd of e
hammee

The Siriker and
g &0 g,

b ngrmal cpsralion ihe
hmsmies bloch sesaiom n
m ety loem unHl the

irigiger I8 sciusly pedled

let's assume that you have done so. DON'T LOAD
AND FIRE YOUR CONTENDER UNTIL YOU HAVE
READ THROUGH THIS BOOKLET. Whaen aciually
loeding the pistol, the barrel is tilted slightly down-
ward and a cartridge is inserted into the chamber in
the convenlional manner. The cartridge is pushed
forward untif its head conlacts the extractor, Phaolo
shows the proper method of closing the action, If th
action does not close smooihly, do not force it
ciosed on a live round. Remove the live round from

the chamber and inspect the cartridge and chamber,

A1 this point you would normally loed the firearm, sa

It you are unabla to recognize and correct the prob-
lem, have the pistol examined by a qualified gun-
smith. Farcing the action closed on a lve round may
cause accidental discharge, An accidental discharge
may cause injury or death,

o |» CARRYING AND FIRING
* ¥ YOUR CONTENDER" PISTOL

The Contender design does not employ a half cock
noleh and i s extremely Important that the user
understand this fully. |1, after reading this bookiet,
you still have questions write ar call our customer

EXTERMAL MAMUAL FIRiMG PIN SELECTOR BET OM BAFETY
POEITION 2.

Etiulita fcadbng and clnas the aciion oy
pushing up or ihe Qg AL Th 8o Dok
and InoKE BN Sudited “chek’ wil bs Fepd

D

service department (see page 15 for address),

The Contender is equipped
with bwo salety devices which
functicn independently of
each ofthier (1, Salety position
on the Exiernal Manual Firing
Pin Selocior. 2. Internal
Hammer Block), Whan the
Contender action is braken
open praperly, & explained
on pages 5 and 6, the hammer
block moves up into 8 posi-

COMTERDDS 15 COLERED
WiITH T#0 RUFETY DEVIGES

b EXTERMAL WAKLIAL FIRIRG
§ MK SELECTDN SET ®

AAFRTY FOBTION
WD

ml:_‘-au:_u tiom betwean the hammer and
amoce | Hhe frame, |n this positon the

hammar cannot move forsard,




LS 11 Shauld Be), Both hammar nosaes (Him Hre and Ganter
Fira) are out of alignment with the firng pine.

The hammér Block will rmadn in the up (Salety] positicn
until trigger-striker sngagemant is released (Note: san cau-
tion on Page 9 regarding the Contender recaiving 4 sharp
blow; see caution on Page 10 regerding improper operation
of the trigger guard, see caution on Pages 11 and 12 regard-
ing trigger adjustment). The Contender Pistol should never
ba carried or holsterad In a cocked posilion. The hammaer
should be drawn 10 full cock and the External Manual Firing
Pin Seleclor moved (o a lire position (position 1 ar 3) only
when yau are ready ta fire. Your linger or lingers shauld not
be In contact with the trigger excepl during the act of firing.

The ineinn isiore hinng
Buppor tha pietal with fep
Nikrde @l pod el M E el

nal Manisl Finng Pin Seechcor
ko armid pogiton

The hammear is drawn to cocked positron and tha Externa
Manual F ring Pim Salacior et 10 an armed posttion {position

1 or 3) anly durlng the aot of finng, When ywao are eady 1o

firg, Support the pastol with two Bands [as plotured in Pholo
E}. Kamp the muzzie down ange. Draw the hammer o full
cock position. Set the External Manual Firing Pin Selector
e fire position reguired For wour carti dge {Rim or Canier
Fire). Altm carafully @t the target and fire the ghot!

¢

After the shot ks fired, open the action, remove the
fired round AND IMMEDIATELY RESET THE EX-
TEAMAL FIRING PIN SELECTOR TO SAFETY POSI-
THOM 2. At all times, except for the instent before and
after firing this selector must be sat In salely position
2. NEVER CLOSE THE ACTION OM A LOADED
ROUND UNTIL YOU HAVE CHECKED AND
ASSURED YOURSELF THAT THIS SELECTOR 18
SETIN ITS BAFETY (UNARMED) POSITION,

The safelies on the Contender are mechanical
devices and are not foolprool. They are intendsd 1o
be used In combinatlon with common sense and safe
gun handiing practices. Do not refy on the safeties to
overcome the danger of injury to yourself or others
from carelass handling or abuse of your Contender.

Should you decide NOT TO FIRE th

has been FULLY COCKED, then you

o

HWOTE: Musirabon shows Comer Feo
semiinn, IF pou B using & fMm Fes
cartridge, ape insert an righd

DO NOT LOAD THE CONTENDER UNTIL ¥OU ARE
READY TOQ FIRE IT. Always keep the muzzie of your
Contender pointed down range

if the Contender is dropped or siruck a hard blow,
the following steps should ba taken, The action
should ba opened, the gun should be unloaded, the
bore should be chec for obstructions, the action
should be functioned to be sure that both safeties
work properly; thal the trigger adjustment is proper
(5@ pages 11 and 12); that the hammer functions
narmally; and that there are no broken or deformed
pariz. If any problem or malfunction is noted the gun
“"'“”"fl'f]"e retumed to the factory for sarvice (see
page .

e Contender after the hammer
must take the following steps!

If, efter cocking the pistol, the shooter decides not 1o
fire, one of the lollowing seis of procedures must be
Tollawed,

1. Sat the External Manual Firlng Pin Selector on

2. Set the External Manual Firing Pin Selector on
safely position 2. Hold your thumb an the hammaes
and pull the trigger. DO NOT ALLOW THE HAMMER
TO DROP FREELY OR YOU MAY DAMAGE THE
FIREARM. Eaze the hammer down slowly wntil it
rests on the selector lever. Mext pull up on the trigges
guard spur untll the action breaks open to reangage
the internal hammer block satety.

Whenever ihe hammer ls cocked and then returned
te uncocked position it is necessary to first set the
External Manual Firing Pin Selector on salety posl-
tlon 2 and then perform one of the above sel of
procedures. H this manual operation is not per-
formed, the inlernal hammer block safety will not be
engaged. If a loaded Contender with firing pins
armed Is dro or struck a blow withoul the Inter-
nal hammer my:gld. it may discharge
causing Injury or death. Also the striker and trigger
will not engage and you will be unable to cock I
hammer for the next firing. Se= photo "C" plus line
drawing and explanation on page &

Baar in mind that the rigger guard spur acls as a
lever to lock and to unlock the action, Consequently
it must be free. AT NO TIME SHOULD THE
SHOOTER HAVE FINGERS ARGUND THE

10

salely position 2. Then, with the thumb on the
hammer, pull up on the trigger guard spur until the
action breaks open. Thiz will refease the hammer
(allewing it to move forward) while keaping the
hammer block angaged,

TRIGGER GUARD OR HAVE IT RESTING ON ANY
SURFACE WHILE FIRING.

Do nat “dry fire” the Contender by pulling back the
hammaer and allowing It to drop. To do so will damage
the hammer machanism and/or the standing bresch.

To safely “dry fire” the Conlender Plstol, you need
not cock the hammer, Wilh the chamber unloaded,
simply open and close the action as explained pre-
vigusly. Leave the hammer in its uncocked pogition
and squeeze the trigger. This will release the striker
allowing you to experiance the exact trigger pull that
is presant when firing. See “Trigger Adjusiment” an
pages 11 and 12

PRACTICE AND LEARN THE MECHANICS OF THIS
FIREARM BEFORE YOU USE IT!

The previous text and illustraticns are intended 1o
ingtruct the shooter in the sate use of the Contendear
Pigtol. We recommend thal;uu reread (his material,
\With the CHAMBER UNLOADED practice each step
carefully until you have completaly commitied these
proceduras fo memory. Then, and only then, can you
safely load and fire this handgun















